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Exploring the Free GitHub Copilot
You might have heard of GitHub Copilot – the AI-powered coding assistant that
helps developers write code faster, smarter, and with fewer errors. It’s been
around for a while now, but there’s some great news: GitHub Copilot now has a
free plan for everyone. Let’s take a casual dive into what this means and why
you might want to give it a try.

What is GitHub Copilot?
In case you’re new to it, GitHub Copilot is like having a pair programming
buddy who’s always ready to help. It’s powered by OpenAI Codex and can:

• Autocomplete your code as you type.
• Suggest entire functions based on your comments.
• Help you learn unfamiliar languages or frameworks.

Whether you’re stuck on a tricky bug or just want to speed up your workflow,
Copilot can be a game-changer.

Who Can Use GitHub Copilot for Free?
Here’s the exciting part: GitHub Copilot now offers a free plan for everyone!
While the free plan may have some usage limits compared to the paid version, it
still provides plenty of functionality to get started.

Additionally, some groups get enhanced free access:

1. Students

If you’re a student enrolled in a verified educational institution, you’re in luck.
As part of the GitHub Global Campus program, you can access Copilot with
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unlimited usage for free. All you need is a valid student email or some other
proof of enrollment to get started.

2. Teachers

Educators who help shape the next generation of coders can also use GitHub
Copilot for free. It’s a fantastic way to assist in teaching programming, as
Copilot can act as a handy tool for demoing and explaining code.

3. Open-Source Maintainers

If you maintain a widely-used open-source project, GitHub wants to support
your efforts. By making Copilot free for you, they’re recognizing the value of
open-source contributions and giving back to the community.

Why Try GitHub Copilot?
Let’s face it – coding can be tough sometimes. Even seasoned developers hit
roadblocks or spend hours looking up syntax. GitHub Copilot aims to make
coding more enjoyable by:

• Boosting Productivity: It speeds up repetitive tasks like writing boiler-
plate code or testing functions.

• Improving Learning: It’s like having a tutor who shows you how things
work in real-time.

• Supporting Creativity: Focus more on solving problems and less on
remembering syntax.

Getting Started
Getting started with the free plan is easy. Here’s how:

1. Sign Up: Head over to the GitHub Copilot page and sign in with your
GitHub account.

2. Choose Your Plan: Opt for the free plan or, if eligible, the enhanced
free access for students, teachers, or open-source maintainers.

3. Install the Plugin: GitHub Copilot integrates seamlessly with popular
code editors like VS Code, Neovim, and JetBrains IDEs.

4. Start Coding: Once installed, let Copilot assist you with your coding
adventures.

Final Thoughts
GitHub Copilot’s new free plan is a win for everyone, making it more accessible
than ever. Whether you’re just starting out or an experienced developer, having
AI-powered assistance can make coding more fun and productive. Why not give
it a try and see how it transforms your workflow?
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https://github.com/features/copilot
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